Taxonomy Table Unit Planning

Third Grade Example

Fairy Tale Unit

Day 1 ~ Introduce characteristics of a fairy tale. 
· Obj. 
The learner will understand the elements of a fairy tale. 



The learner will evaluate if the story is a fairy tale or not based on elements.

1. begins “Once upon a time,” 

2.  magic, 
3.  things happen in threes, 
4.  evil character, 
5.  ends “happily ever after.”

Read The Ugly Duckling and see if it fits characteristics.  Get together to perform play of ‘Ugly Duckling’ for kids.  Need to choose one student from each class to help with performance.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 2 ~ Each group will listen to the recorded fairy tale from their assigned country on his/her iPod. 
While listening, students will follow along on script. Students will assign parts within their own groups.

· Obj.
The learner will remember the elements of a fairy tale without teacher input.
The learner will understand the characteristics of a script.
Group Assignments:

England = Tattercoats

Germany = Rumplestiltskin
 Spain = Half Chick

France = Cinderella

Italy = And Seven

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 3 ~ Students will work on plays.  They will practice parts, discuss props to be brought from home, 
and create scenery using the back of their tri-fold boards. 
· Obj. 
The learner will utilize the elements of a script in order to act out a play. 
The learner will create scenery for his/her play in small groups.

The learner will practice acting out his/her fairy tale script.

The learner will execute his/her own assigned part from script.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 4 ~ Continue to work on plays in groups. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 5 ~ Each of the country groups will perform their plays.  Teacher will lead in discussion of 
comparing and contrasting “Tattercoats” to “Cinderella,” “Rumplestiltskin” to “And Seven” and “Half Chick” to the “Ugly Duckling.”  (May record plays for BookTalk Live on iPods)
· Obj.
The learner will apply the elements of drama to act out his/her script/play.

The learner will analyze the similarities and differences between plays and stories of similar themes through group discussion.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 6 ~ Review characteristics of a fairy tale using teacher-made chart (also on SmartBoard). Read 

Sleeping Beauty aloud and check off characteristics using chart. Complete cause/effect chart on SB. Use other events from fairy tales that have already been presented as needed to discuss cause/effect.

· Obj. 
The learner will remember the characteristics of a fairy tale.
The learner will evaluate whether or not the story is a fairy tale.
The learner will recognize and organize the causes and effects within the story with teacher assistance.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 7 ~ Snow White and the Seven Dwarves aloud and discuss fairy tale elements. Use checklist chart 

to check off as we find them. Independent activity: complete worksheet for a grade concerning causes and effects from Snow White. Turn in when done.

· Obj. 
The learner will remember the characteristics of a fairy tale.
The learner will evaluate whether or not the story is a fairy tale.

The learner will recognize and organize the causes and effects within the story independently.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Day 8 ~ Read aloud Hansel and Gretel, and use checklist chart. Review differences between fact/opinion 

(SmartBoard). List characters from fairy tale and discuss facts about each and form opinion based on conclusions drawn from facts. Sort characters into “Good” and “Wicked. (SB)” Complete fact/opinion sheet for a grade. (SB)

· Obj. 
The learner will remember the characteristics of a fairy tale.
The learner will evaluate whether or not the story is a fairy tale.
The learner will understand the differences between facts and opinions.

The learner will evaluate fairy tale characters and their actions in order to decide whether or not they are good or wicked characters.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 9 ~ Review characteristics of a fairy tale. Read Jack and the Beanstalk and identify as fairy tale. 

Discuss point-of-view w/ students. Have students write four short journal entries from Jack, the giant, Jack’s mom, and the giant’s wife points-of-view. Then play, “Who Said It?” (on SmartBoard)

· Obj. 
The learner will remember the characteristics of a fairy tale. 

The learner will evaluate whether or not the story is a fairy tale.

The learner will create short journal entries as if written from fairy tale characters’ points-of-view.

The learner will analyze the statements of fairy tale characters in order to identify the characters who said them.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 10 ~ Read Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  Discuss the characteristics of a fairy tale to see if it is 
considered to be one.  Debate: Was Goldilocks right or wrong by entering the house?  Discuss the pros and cons.  Have each student form an opinion as to her guilt or innocence and write a paragraph persuading others of their point-of-view.  
· Obj. 
The learner will remember the characteristics of a fairy tale.
The learner will evaluate whether or not Goldilocks was right or wrong by entering house of three bears.

The learner will create a persuasive paragraph in order to persuade peers of Goldlock’s guilt/innocence.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Day 11 ~ Revisit the differences between The Three Pigs story and The True Story of the Three Pigs.  
Discuss how the point of view is different in the two stories.  Who’s story is most likely true? Choose an event from a different fairy tale and rewrite it from a different point-of-view.  For example:  Write from Cinderella’s point-of-view or the wicked step-sister’s point-of-view, or the baby bear in the Three Bears.  
· Obj.
The learner will remember the characteristics of a fairy tale.

The learner will explain the differences between two similar fairy tales. 

The learner will evaluate all character’s points-of-view to form an opinion about which character’s story is most likely true.

The learner will create a new story based on a different fairy tale and will write it from a fairy tale character’s point-of-view.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Day 12 ~ Read another fairy tale of own choosing and discuss the characteristics.  Choose from the 
following activities.  

1. Create a poem about a fairy tale character.  Use cinquains, rhyming couplets, acrostic, free verse, etc.  

2. Create a WANTED for a fairy tale character.  Allow the students to chose which character and write/illustrate a wanted poster:  
Wanted:  A beautiful woman who lost a glass slipper.  
or LOST: A basket of goodies on the way to grandma’s house.  

3. Make a class booklet:  Topic-What fairy tale characters do when no one is watching.  Example:  When no one is looking, the seven dwarfs line dance. 
· Obj. 
The learner will create poems about fairy tale characters using particular poetry forms.

The learner will construct a “Wanted” or “Lost” poster for a fairy tale character.

The learner will produce part of a booklet that illustrates what fairy tale characters do when no one is looking.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Final Activity: HAVE FAIRY TALE BALL AT 1:30 in cafeteria!
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