Lesson 1: “What is Poetry?”





Obj: LA 2.02, 2.03, 2.04, 2.05, 3.01
· Put students in groups and have them come up with a definition for “poetry.” Share aloud and discuss that poetry is a mixture of imagination, dreams and creativity. (BrainPop video)
· Ask: “Where do you find poems? Why/when do you read them or hear poetry? How is it different from a story? Have you ever written a poem? Explain…”

· Listen to “Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Day” by Robert Frost on smartboard. Discuss possible meanings. Then, read corresponding story and draw conclusions about meaning of poem, breaking down each line. (Same main idea, just written differently.)

· Discuss terms: stanza, rhyme, rhythm, repetition. Write definition of each.

· Find examples of each in Frost’s poem, if possible.

· EOG Connection: Testlet (if time)
Lesson 2: “Poetry Fun”





Obj: LA 2.02, 2.03, 2.06, 3.01, 3.02
· Review by discussing what poetry is. Give each student a sheet of white paper. Have then draw what “Poetry” would look like, if he/she was a real person. What would they look like, sound like, dress like, etc. Share after 10 minutes.

· Read “Today I Wrote This Poem” aloud and discuss that it has a main idea. Ask: “What is it?” (Poetry has no rules; should be fun.) 
· Read other two poems and discuss main idea, theme, author’s purpose, tone/mood, rhyming words, etc.

· Define and read examples of terms: simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, and personification.
Lesson 3: “Writing A Poem”





Obj: LA 4.02, 4.03, 4.07
· “I Can’t Write a Poem” activity— on chart paper, begin poem with title: “Forget It.” Each student will give one unique excuse why they can’t write a poem. Put them all together and share.

· Types of Poetry— Explore aloud and discuss haiku, rhyming couplet, syntu, cinquain, free verse, diamante. Student will write one of each type of poem as practice. Share some aloud.

Lesson 3: “Writing A Poem”
….continued



Obj: LA 4.02, 4.03, 4.07
· Review different types of poems. Continue with poetry lesson 3. Students will learn about each type and try to write one of each poem. 

· Types: Cinquain, Free Verse, and Diamante (online)

Lesson 4: “Figurative Language in Poetry”



Obj: LA 2.04
· Review types of figurative language/poetic devices with worksheet. Read several poems aloud from Smartboard (Walking Home in a Storm, Teddy Bear, Untitled moon poem). 

· Use poetry lesson 4 to discuss idioms. Give students an idiom (on index card) to illustrate and use in poem.

· Hyperbole— Explain that it is extreme exaggeration. Read several examples from list. Have students try to write a couple.  (ex. “It’s so hot/cold…., My _______ is so ugly…… etc.)

“Concrete Poems”






Obj: 2.03, 4.07

· Teach what a shape, or concrete, poem is. Model by reading book, “Doodle Dandies.”

· Create a shape poem using a flower pattern. Put adjectives or phrases around the outside edge of the flower, after lightly tracing it on white paper. (1/2 sheet)

· Complete “Spring” and “Winter Suit” testlet as a class, highlighting key words 

· Use RUNNERS strategy.

“Ink Blot Poetry”






Obj: 2.03, 4.07

· Give each student a sheet of construction paper. Teacher puts 3 dots of different colored paint onto paper and students fold. They write (at least) a 4-line rhyming couplet to describe blot. (CAN MODEL FIRST)
· Testlet: “Months of the Year” on own?
“Tanka: Paper Bag Poetry Kite”




Obj: 2.03, 4.07

· Tanka=5 unrhymed lines, counts words instead of syllables, 2-3-2-3-3, form a single complete thought.

· Write a tanka as a class after showing form and examples. Each student writes own tanka poem and makes bag. (See separate plan)

· “Wind” testlet- students complete in pairs and turn in for a grade

“Acrostic Poem”






Obj: 2.03, 4.07

· Model acrostic poem using book, “Silver Seeds.” Read aloud and discuss.
· Students will write an acrostic poem using letters of their name.

· Complete “Be Glad Your Nose is on Your Face” testlet, individually.

“Sharing Poetry”






Obj: 2.03, 4.07

· Students will choose their favorite poem that they’ve written and share it with the class, coffee-house style.

